
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



^■^^yS"' ^^'S" 




HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



ObutA^c^ Q S^^^4>UA. 



mxAs^ns 



OVFEBXD BT 



TOR HIS 



OPINIONS, 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN PROVIDENCE, 



YROK WHICH HE WAS COMPEILXD TO WITaniUW 



FOR HETEROHOXY, 



SXCOm) BALTIKOBE ESITIOir. 



%atimuttt 

PUBLISHED BT THE BAX.TIMOBE UHITARIAir BOOK SOCIXXT. 

Sold by 
F> LucoBf Jr. & JV*. 6. Mixroetty Market-^t* 

YOHH O. TOT, PBIBTEB. 
1821, 



H^RVAW COLtm UlUtY 

ADVEHTISEMENT. 



I have two reasons for presenting this to the publioi— First, to refute 
the unftmnded reports which are cirenlated respeeting my opinioDai; 
In some instances, it is to be feared, from improper motives; — Secondly, 
the hope that it may fall into the hands of some, who have hitherto 
paid but little attentbn to the subject, and who, by the perusal of this 
sketch, may be induced to give the subject a candid examination, in 
doing which, they will see on how slender a foundation rest the 
various creeds and systems of &ith imposed by men, and which have 
been productive d* effects as opposite to the proper fruits of the gospel 
of Jesus Christy as strife and contention are to righteousness and peace 
and charity. 
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REASONS FOR OPINIONS. 



At a meetinf^ of the qompiittee of the oburch^ on- 
the eYeaing of Fiiesdaj, Mi^rch 13» 1818, after seine 
conversation on the subject discussed in the foUowin^ 
pages, it was said, that it would be eeoessarj for me 
to state nj views to the church, at the next meetiog« 
This yr»a i^reed to be done in writing. And at the 
neeting on the Thursday evening foUowing, after 
some ejections, the foUawiog paper was read and left 
with the clerk. 

As I am thia evening called in qaestion respeeting 
my fiilth in God and Christ; in order that there maj 
be no misapprehenaioB, or iniarepresentation; and esjie* 
cialLj, (in view of the most unfavourable result of tkis 
case, as it respects myself,) should it hereafter be 
said, that 1 had ''denied the &ith'' and <'the Lord 
that bought raie,'' that I might be enabled, and my 
children aflber me, by irrefragable evidence, to rebut 
and put to silence such unbounded report, I have drawn 
up and subscribed this my confession of faith, ^m this 
aubject: protesting, at the same time, againat the right 
of the church to exercise any discipline against me, 
after this my declaration of €iiith« 

I believe that ''there is but one. God, the Fatbkii, 
of whom are all things." 1 Cor. viii. 6. '*That there 
is none other God but one.** 1 Ctir. viii. 4. That the 
FatIekr is '*the only true God." John xvii. S. That He 
••is a Spirit." John iv» M. That He is the '^ne God 
iwd fatfeierof all, who ia above all, and thnwieh all, and 
in ^11." £ph. iv. 6. That he ia *<God only wise.*' Rom. 
xvi. er . AvA "the only Lord God." Jade 4. That He 
ia nhcL Kjng eiMrmti, innortal, invisible, the only wise 
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God.'* 1 Tim. 1. 17. «The only Potentate/* and «wh« 
only hath immortality » 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. That "there 
is none other God but He." Mark xii. 29, 34. That He 
is "the God of our Lord Jesu% Christ.** Eph. i. IT — 
Heb. i. 9. And "the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ/* EfA. i 3. 

I believe that He "made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all that in them is." Acts iv. 24. That "He 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" and that 
"in Him we live, and move, and have our being." Acts 
xvii. 25, 28. And that He created all things alone, by 
himself, by his own hands, and that there is no Gtod 
with him. Isaiah xHv. 24. xlv. 12. Deut. xxxit. 39* 
Mark xiii. 19. 

1 believe "that Jesus is the Christ." 1 John, v. 1* 
That he was born of Marjr «Hhe espoused wife of Jo- 
seph." Mat. i. 11. Luke ii. 5, 6. I "confess and be- 
lieve that he is the ^on of God." 1 John iv. 15. Act» 
viii. 37. I believe that he is **the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God." Rev. iii. 14. "The only begotten ofih« 
Father." John i. 14. '^The first born of every creature." 
Col. i. 15. And "the first begotten and the first born 
from the dead." Col. i. 1 8. Rev. i. 5. 

I believe that "God anointed him with the oil of 
gladness above his fellows." Heb. i. 9. That |* God 
save not the Spirit by measure to him." John iii. 34. 
That it "pleased the Fatlier that in him should alf 
fulness dwell."^ Col.i. 19. That **in him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Col. ii. 9. That 
"he is the image of the invisible God." Col. i. 15. And 
"the brightness of his glory." Heb. i. 3. 
, I believe that he '^came down from heaven, not to 
do his own will, but the will of him that sent him.** 
John vi. 38. That he came "to bear witness unto the 
truth." John xviii 37. That "the Father, which sent him, 
gave him a commandment what he should sav, and what 
he should speak.' John xii. 49. I believe that he said, 
"My Father is greater than L" John xiv. 28. "My Fa- 
ther is greater than all" John x. 29. "1 can of mine 
own self do nothing." John v. 30. "The Father that 
dwelleth in. me, He doeth the works." John xiv. 10. 
I believe that when he spake these words he spake the 
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truth, forlbeUere that he 'Mid no siny neither was 
gnik found in his mouth/' 1 Pet ii. Sd. I Mieve that 
"he and his father are one.** John x. 30. Not one per- 
son, however, or being, bat as all true disciples are 
one in the Father and in him* John svii. 21, 2d. xiv. 20. 

I believe '*in my heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead/' Rom. x. 9. That •all power is given 
unto him in heaven and in earth.* Mat. xxviii. 18. That 
because "he humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross, God hath highly 
exalted him, and given htm a name which is above 
irvery name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, and that every tongue should confess, 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther* Phil, ii 8—11. Heb. ii. 9. That ••God hath 
made him both Lord and Christ" Acts ii. S6. That 
"^He hath exalted him to be a Prince and Saviour.'^ 
Acts V. 31. That "God gave him to behead overall 
thin^ to the church." Eph. i. 2^ That "God hath 
appointed a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained,'' 
that is Jesus Christ Acts xvii. 51. Rom. ii. 1 6. That 
he "is the way, and the truth, and the life." John xiv. 
6. And that'Hhere is none other name under heaven 
given amongst men, whereby we must be saved." Act^ 
IV. 12. 

I believe also^ that "there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." 
1 Tim. ii. 5. That "since by man came deaths by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead." 1 Cor. xv. 21. 
That "through this man is preached the forgiveness of 
sins." Acts xiii. 38. That "at the coming of Christ, 
then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father." "Then shall 
the Son also himself be subject unto him that pot all 
things under him, that God may be all in all." 1 
Cor. XV. 23, 28. And I deny that I have asserted or 
maintained, within the last six months, in any way 
whatever, any opinion contrary to what is contained in 
this confession. 

' This is my present latth on this subject the result 
of diligent, prayerful, and laborious search aft^ truth. 





Bttt, agreeably to the principles of this churcb» and 
the command to search the scriptures, given by him 
who was not only full of grace and truth, but the way 
and the truth, 1 hold myself bound at all times to be 
open to conviction, and to the recejption of truth, as 
the same shall be presented to my mind. 

• I add further, that duty to myself, to the cause of 
truth and christian liberty, and especially to the memory 
of those venerable men who establishea this, the most 
ancient baptist church in America, into which they ad- 
mitted no creed but the holy scriptures, leaving every 
man to his own judgment, compels me to protest, and 
I do hereby protest against, and utterly deny, the ri^ht 
of this church, by the laws of Jesus Christ, or the prm- 
ciples on which this church was founded, to discipline 
any member^ on account of his faith in relation to this 
subject, who will make the confession which 1 here 
make. I caution ^ou, my brethren, not to be wise 
"above that which is written;" you especially, because 
this church has never acknowledged any rule ottier 
than the scriptures of truth. I warn you against a 
denial, by your treatment of me, of the truth of these 
declarations of innpiration: "Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God." 1 John v. 1, 
*< Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Sun of God^ 
God dwelleth in him and he in God." 1 John iv. 15. I 
caution you to take heed to the words of Paul: "Who 
art thou that judge st another man's servant? To his 
Qwn master he standeth or falleth,'' Rom. xiv. 4. lest the 
reproach fall on j^oti which fell on him who said, '-Stand 
by Jihyself, come not near to me, for I am holier than 
thou." Isaiah Ixv, o. Once more, 1 caution you, my 
brethren, not to be influenced by the backbitings and 
misrepresentations of ignorant and malevolent tale- 
bearers, who neither know, nor care to know, by any 
investigation of truth, the merits of this question; and 
with me to remember, that we shall all "stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ" 

April 2d, 181 a. SAMUEL EDDY. . 

This did not give satisfaction. The subject was at 
length postponed to the next monthly meeting, and in 



the intertm the following remarks were penned, though 
not read until the 5th of June. Thej were not at« 
tempted to be answered^ nor wad any notice taken of 
them. 

Brethren, 

The same reasona which induced me at the 
last meeting to state in writing my faith respecting 
God and Christ, have also induced me to commit to 
writing what further 1 have to saj. on the subject be- 
fore you. 

. Two questions, only, present themselves for your 
consideration. First, whether, in -the opinion of the 
church, my opinions be scriptural or notr Secondly, if 
not, whether for that cause only, the church can, by the 
laws of Jesus Christ, or the principles on which' this 
church was founded, discipline me? it is to be re- 
membered, that for my opinions only, am I called in 
question. 

Duty to myself, and to you, require that I should 
state the origin of my doubts, respecting the commonly 
received doctrine of the Trinity, and the course of in- 
vestigation pursued by me. But before 1 state tliis, 
permit me to hay, that to my great surprise, ray opin- 
ions are represented by many as indicating a state of 
mind, altogether indifferent as to my future welfare, 
and even as betokening doubts of a future state of re- 
wards and punishments; a state ^rendered certain, in 
the opinion of some of the best and most learned jnen, 
from the very light of nature, independent of all revela- 
tion. Brethren, can you believe that life, eternal life, 
has all at once become of no value to me? And (hat for 
no other reason than to be exposed to hatred, calumny 
and reproach, I have voluntarily departed from him* 
who is the way, and the truth, and the life? Do you 
think that my mind has become callous to the solemni- 
ties of judgment and thie joys of salvation? Can yoa 
believe that . I have willingly, and without a cause, in- 
curred the loss, not only of christian Csl4owship, but 
private friendship? That I have at <mce become insen- 
sible to all that is most dear to man, either in time or 
eternity? You must either believe this, or ypu must do 
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me the jostice to acknowledge, that mj opinioDS are 
tlie result of careful investig^ation, and avowed under a 
serious sense of dutj, and a full persuasion of future 
responsibility. 

The common doctrine of the Trinity was received by 
me, as it is by most others, without examination. I 
had, as you prooably have, taken it for granted, without 
investigation, to be the truth of revelation; and for a 
time« that faith in it was necessary to constitute the 
character of a christian* I am happy, however, in say* 
ing, that this was but a short time. And so strong was 
my pr^udice on this subject, that notwithstanding the 
contrary faith was frequently a subject of conversation, 
I never once gave that side of the question any atten- 
tion. As (ar as I can recollect, false ailments, seri- 
ously adduced in proof of the underived power, and 
proper deity of Christ, first turned my mind to a con- 
sideration of this subject. As I read the Scriptures, 
passages presented themselves in a light in which I had 
sever before viewed them^ and my doubts increased. 
As 1 had read nothing against the received doctrine, I 
was determined to satisfy my mind from the only cor- 
rect source of information. Whatever the true doc- 
trine might be, I was persuaded that it must appear in 
the New Testament. To that I therefore had recourse. 
And that I might have the whole evidence on the sub- 
ject before me at once, as far as possible, I transcribed 
every word, from the beginning of Matthew to ihe end of 
Revelations, which appeared to me to bear on the ques- 
tion. The result was a full conviction, that the Father 
was the onlv true God, and that Christ was not the 
Father, or that being whom Christ asserts to be the 
only true God. Man^ difficulties however remained. 
Difficulties still remain, probably will remain, thoush 
the number lessens by reading and reflection. In the 
belief of the strict unity of God, however, I have no 
difficulty. Nor in the belief that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God. But there are passages respecting him, 
which I cannot, to my satisfaction, reconcile with other 
imasages. This however I attribute to mj own weak- 
ness and ignorance^ and not to any defect m the inspir- 
ed penmen. 



I now solicit your aitentton to the question, whether 
by the laws of Jesus Christy or the pnncipies on which 
this church was founded, mj opinions render me a stib*" 
ject of church discipline? 

in the first place I assert, that no example can be 
produced from the New Testament, for disciplining a 
member for entertaining erroneous opinions* Neither 
is there any precept, which will warrant such discipline 
against one who acknowledges Jesus Christ ta be the 
Son of God, All the cases recorded are of criminal 
conduct, not j^pinions. The scriptural meaning of 
scfhism and heresy has been too often explained to req* 
der it necessary for me to prove at this tiuie, that mere 
opinions constitute no part of the offences expressed by 
these words. It is conduct, not faith, right or wrong, 
that makes men heretics and schismatics. A leader o# 
a party, a wilful sower of discord in the church, is a 
heretic, however orthodox his opinions mapr be. But 
what party have I formed? To whom« or against whom 
have 1 set mjself up as a leader? into whose mind 
have I instilled, or endeavoured to instil, mv own sen- 
timents? What book have I recommended; to whom; 
have I recommended any book, on the subject before 
you? On these questions I chalkn^ investigation. 
And let those who are most forward in the charge of 
criminality on this &ound, tak^ care that while they 
accuse me, they condemn not themselves. To be the 
occasion of contention, is no evidence of xriminality; 
for of this a man may be the innocent occasion. In* 
deed of this,- Christ himself, and all the apostles, were 
the innocent occasion. If my opinions have occasioned 
discord in this church, they who have made the discord,, 
and not my opinions are chai^eable with this. I have 
no contention with any man. For my opinions I am. 
ready to answer, and to shew that for them you have na 
authority over me. 

To whose example shall we look, or to whose can- 
we look, as a rule of Chrisfian fellowship, better than to 
that of Christ and the apostles? What was the con- 
duct of the former, and with whom did he associate 
in worship? With those only, who invoke Father, Sod, 
and Holy Ghost« and who acknowledge three persons 
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ki one Cod^ And e^h of these (^s<i98 very 6ml? Oei> 
tftinly ootk for no audi wx>r8hippers were th^i to be 
foiiiid oa the fi|ce of the eerth* But ho constantly 
United, with those who worshipped the one living end true 
God>the Godef lerael. TUs kfi did in the ajnagp^es, 
teking an active part Thi^ was his emtom* tiuke vi. 16. 
Sut it maj be said, Jesiia was a Jew, a minister of the 
circunicision» made under the law and came to fulfil lU, 
Be it so. But he was a worshipper of the one liviog 
and inue God. Not in ^ttso or thrt^e persons^ but one^ ana 
had feUowship with those who worshipped this, one liv<i 
mot and true God* And Ai9 steps we are commanded t». 
foUew. ]; Pet ii. S^l. But it may be replied, the chna^i^ 
tian dispeosalaon was not then fiUly commenced; the 
apostles had not then received their commis8ion> nor 
been indued with pow^ from on high* Let us then, 
examine their conduct, aad seei if on this s>ub^et it 
differed from that of their Master^ And with whonk 
wef?e they in the practice of miitwg in worship? Witk 
tbe Jews as constantly ats their Msfiter, with both Sad-t 
duceea and Pharisees, in the temple and in the syna^ 

Egues. It may be s«M».thfy went not there to worshliv. 
t to preach the e»sf«U lliiahowever isnot the tnitfi*. 
Whataaid JeecM^ToreteViag their persecutions? '^Thej- 
^tfae Jews) shall put i^mmt of (that is» exclude too frem^ 
the ayna^jogues. ' John xvi 2, And would thai; have beeia 
persecution, had it been wilawfiii . to en^er in and 
worship with the Jews? On the principles I am opposr 
lag, he ouajht to have said^ Go not into the synagosues* 
nor bai^ fellowship with those who worship in thein» 
for they are all (and in this he would have said truly) . 
anti-trinitarians, and deniers of my deity. And what 
said Paul to the Jew& of Ephesus? *U must by all 
means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem " Acta 
xviii* £1. What, said he in his defence before Felix? 
''There are yet but twelve days since I went up to Je« 
rusalem for to worship!* Acts. xxiv. S. in the temple; 
whither went Peter and John "at the hour of prayer/' 
Actaiii. Land whither^ in Solomon's porch. Acts v« IS^ 
the apostles and . brethren resorted for worship. .The 
same temple in which Paul, in the very act of worship^ 
was seized as a kefetit^ Acts xxi. 9g:, 
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Biitit niariiiK «)M, <iKse ^ive^iBiieiits eome not up- 
to the cftse before us, and that the question ro# is. 
whether, in a chri!(tian church, we are to have fellow- 
ship with #iose whose oj^tntorvs, in mvr o^^nion, are an- 
ftcnptoral. This would, in fact, he making the qvestion, 
whether we are to be wiser than the apostles, mora 
oasac^us iStatn thej in detecting, and more scnipalous in 
re^e^iag, aftj|lfff#s» for christian feUowship. Tnose who 
Inairitain the affiraiatfre, would have no fellowship with 
^ose who deny the posftion, that there are three persona 
In one God^ and each of these persons very Ood, a position 
no where laMi down in the Bible, and which cannot be 
stated with the slightest colour of probability, in the 
words ^ holy Writ. Bat would sucn have fellowship 
witii those who deny the resurrection of tiie dead? 1 Cor. 
XV. 13. with those who have not the knowledge of God? 
1 Cor. av 34. Yet, in ••the church of Ood at Corinth,** 
1 Cor. i. & among these **called to be saints,** 1 Cor. i. 2: 
of whom Paul says, *lMit ye are washed, but ye ane 
sanctified, but ye are justified, tn the name of the Lord 
Jesas^and by the Spirit of om-Grod," 1 Cor. vt. 11. we 
are sure^ from the words of Paul, were persons desti* 
tute of this faitii, and of this knowledge. And what 
directions did Paul give in tbis case? Did he saf, cast 
them oat? deliver them over to the buffettings or satan? 
No. Paul said no such thing. He bad not so learnt 
Christ. But he said, when li^ declared to them theii^ 
errors, ^I speak this to your shame.** ••Awake to 
r^hteousness and sin not.** 1 Cor. xv. 34. 

The ftur inference from thesefactsis, that Christ and 
his apostles had fellowship in worship with all who wor^ 
shipped the one living ana true God. And webave the 
evidence of precept and example that the only requi* 
site for adfnission into the church was repentance, to** 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; or in 
Other words, confession that Jesus Cbrist is the Stm of 
God. Acts viii. 87- Bom. x. 9. 

That a uniformity of fai^ should be required, or sup* 
posed possible to oxist in a church, is repugnant to rea- 
son, as well as Scrip|ture. To understand the various 
and conflicting opinions of christians, requires nmdi 
toadiog and refloction»aB well as powers of diserinrina- 



li9D« These all htve not. The means of information 
are not within the reach of all, and of those who have 
the means, all are not endowed with the same capaci- 
ties for investigation, nor with the same love of truth, 
nor with equal diligence in the pursuit of it. In all 
these respects men differ And the inevitable conse- 
quence is, a difference of opinion. A whole church 
may declare their faith in certain articles, or proposi- 
tions, arid thu^ may be said to be of one faith. But the 
question is, after all, do they all believe tlie same truths, 
or hold the same opinions for truth? It is probable 
that nearly all this church, if asked, do you believe ia 
the doctrine of the Trinity? would answer, yes. But 
if usked. separately and apart, what do you m^ean by the 
Trinity^ no two would give the same answer, nor 
would any two understand the same supposed truths bj 
the word trinity. How then could they be said to be of 
one f nth on this subject? What greater burlesque upon 
seriousness and truth can be imagined, th^n to ask a 
black, who knows not h«$ letters^ or any other person 
equally uninformed, on presenting himself to a church 
for admission, whether he believes in '^a trinity in unity,** 
or a "triune God," as some call it, or original sin, and 
the other of the five points of Calvinism, as they are 
usually termed? And yet this burlesque is actually 
cast on seriousness and truth, by all those who require 
members, on admission into a church, to subscribe cer« 
tain articles of faith. Such members may assent to the 
articles, and profess to believe them, but do they be- 
lieve i\i^ truths which the articles are supposed ioeoh 
press? Certainly no more than though mey were eXf* 
pressed in Latin or Greek, unless they understand the 
meaning of the words contained in these articles* I 
am happy to learn, however, that many of our churchea 
have become ashamed of their articles, and prudentljr 
keep them oqt of sight. To the honour of the founders 
of this church, and to the ftmoders of every baptist 
church in this state* untinctured with the peculiarities 
of the Genevan apostle, they, as far as I can learn, cast 
no such contempt on seriousness and common senae. 
Kot one of them had any covenant or articles, other 
than the scripturea. They knew that men must, and 



W4Mildr flnd had a right;: to diflfer in i^nioii, and thftt 
though^ at 'One time, they mij^t aH "Hgree, it was n^ 
pikdge for futare agreement Thi^ dtffenmce of opin- 
ion has es»ted, and* now exists^ in the mjeinbers-of this 
church, and that witlioiit an^ breach of charity, oi». 
points' of aif mtich Importance* in the opinion of many as 
those now in question. To suppose a constant uni- 
formity of seiitiinent in a church, is tosuppose that isaeh 
member is miraciilousiy and instantaneously brought to 
the kivowledge of the whole truth, aiid that for ever 
thereafter they are to remain stationary, as to all im- 
provement. I cannot sufficiently express my contempt 
for him; who has the means of information within his 
reach, and yet neither hopes^ nor desires, nor use» the 
means, to know more to-morrow than he kAew yester- 
day. Such may well be cont^t i¥ith articles and shac- 
kles, and hand-cuffs. Thev are out of all danger of be- 
ing convinced to-morrow, that they were m error yester- 
liay. Others, however, know, that an increase of know- 
ledge renders it j9ossi6/«, at least, to produce a con vie- 
titm of error in past opinions. They know it from ex- 
perience, as well as the dictates of reason. They know 
also»that the commission given by Christ to the apostles 
topreach the gospel, supposesr an increase of knowledge 
after conversion, and a capacity in the teacher to com- 
ntnmcate that knowledge. The order of the > commis- 
sion is to convert, baptiKe, and teach. To the reproach 
of many teachers and ehtrrches, this order is completely, 
inverted. - With them it says, make converts, learn 
theih the creed, and it they say it right,* then baptize 
and receive them into the church, otherwise not. But 
this is not the wisdom of Jesus^ bat the perversion of his 
authority* 
' The reasoning here laid down is fully confirmed b^ 
the apostle Paul, in his epistles to the Romans and Phi- 
lippians. In the formercspecially, when he says, "Who 
art thou that'jndgest another ^man's (Christ's) servant? 
To his own master he standeth or falleth." Rom^xiv. 4. 
Fairly implying, that he who has confessed Christ, and 
thereby becon>e his servant^ is answerable to no other 
tribunal, unless he revolt from the service of his master. 
Also when he says, "the kingdom (or reign) of Ood is 
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rii^OttSDeflSy wl pme, tud jtfrii Ae Hdj- QhMi^ 
f£ he thai ia i^^a^ things aerv^th Chdst, Uaofeptaible 
to God, an4 afH[»roYed of men*" Rook »^ ir» .1 8. What . 
canfidmce in their own knowledge and holioese muat 
they haYe» who will reject him wbo is aeupinUe to 
Godt and approved 4>f men? Be it iremeinbered/ that 
it ift not here aaid, he that believeth thia creed, %t that 
creed, but he that serveth .Christ. And until, it be 
shewn that ^those of my opinion cana^ 4ert?e. ^hrist^ 
1 ask by what authority will you reject that peetept 
of Paul« which says, ''reeeiye ye one another as Christ 
also received us, to the glory of God*" Uom*.xv« 7. 
The . same' writer informs as, that "circiiinoisMHi ia 
nothings and uncircumcision is nojthingi but the 
Iseeipin^ of the commandments of ,God/* 1 Cor, vii« I9u 
I have not yet been told that I am less .capable of thia 
service than my brethren. 

1 will now endeavour to show* that however unacrip- 
tural my opinions may be, in the view of this churcn* 
they are such as an honest man ^ay entertain, without 
the charge, of ignorance of irreligton^ and that so. far 
from demanding immediate condemnatioPf they merit a 
candid and senons examination* First, however, aa 
the present difficulty commenced with my objecting to 
the singing of Watt's doi^olugies to the trinity, permit 
me to make a few remarks on that aubject It has.beea 
the boast of this church, that it admits of no creed hnt 
the Scriptures; that it ad opts Ho practice aot warranted 
by apostolic example or authority. The language nf 
our pastor has been, "unless you can produce a thuB 
aaUh tixe Lord^ for your practice, reject it/' In vain 
have* I inquired for precept or precedent for singing a 
doxology to the trinity. None such is pretended* Whe* 
ther there be a trinity or not, it mnst be admitted that 
we have no more authority for this pi^ctice,.than for any 
of those in use in the stupid church of Rome. More 
than this, it is admitted that there is no authority (un.. 
less the council of Constantinople and the formularies 
of ecclesiafitics be an authority) for offerins pcayer, 
praise or thanksgiving, to the Holy Sjpirit, either as a 
distinct person, or in union with the other supposed per- 
sons of the trinity. But the evidence in this, case is not 
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all of A ne^tfve charaiDter. We hftre'two positfTe 
preteptSy giTing explicit direetion» in this case, and fn 
<lirect opposition ibo the pracdce of this church, and <^ 
every other chttrcb, which is tn the practice of- ringing 
dotologies to the trinity. In the epistles to the Kphe- 
sians^e apbstle Paal thus eicpresses himself^ "Be filled 
with the Sp'rrit; speaking to yourselves in f mints ' and 
■hymns 9.nd spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in yoar heart to the Lord. CHving thanks gtlwaya and 
for M things^ tinto Qod and the Father^ in the nnnti^ 
4»f our Lord Jesus Christ.** Eph. v. 19; 20. iiere is a 
rule for the direction of christians in giving praise to 
Ood. It is to God the F^tther^ in the name of JesUs 
Christ. Not, as is our practice, to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, in the name ot nobody. The same 
precept isgiven in relation to the same subject, in nearly 
the aaiae w^rds, in the epistle te the Coiossians, iti* lo, 
17. Also in the epistle to^ the Hebrews, zitf. 15. 

Indeed, a Breof^ in confomnty with our practice 
must, I thioTK, appear strange to an unprejudiced 
render of the Bible. ]>id God select the Jews, as a 
|ie«iple» te preserve the ibioir^<}^ of ibeone true God, 
and iloe6 mis one true Gfbd consist of ihre^ persons, 
<Mie of -whom is calledthe Hoiy Ghpst, and did be never 
expiicictly reveal this truth to them? Did he coin* 
misnon '^esu8 Christ **to bear witnesrs to the truth/' 
John umiik^ S7^ to ^'brinc Hfe and immortality td light,'' 
£ Tim. i. 10, and has he declared that this rae, etemiU 
life^ coRsbts in the knowledge of the Fethen the only 
true Qod, 9LnA himsfifi Johti xvii. 3, ftnd is there a per- 
son in the Godhead called the Holy Ghost, who forms 
ftn essential part of the deity, equal with the Father in 
all respects, and has Christ given us no intimation of 
this? And if he has not, and this doctrine be true, 
has he not &iled in the execution of his commissionP 
. Indeed* if il; be trtie^ has he not denied the truth, by 
asserttng that the Father, called by trinitarians the first 
person in tlue trinity^ is the only true God? 

That neither Chrbt 'nor his forerunner taught this 
^Qctrihe^ is infecaUe from other considerations. The 
case of the twelve baptised by Paul at Ephesus, proves 
that ihty had heard no auch doctrbe. Vet they were 
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SseipleSt believers m Jesus; but when questieiteti 
whether they had received the Hoi j Ghost since they 
believed, they declared that they had not so mach as 
heard whether there was any Holy Ghost. Acts xixi 2^ Is 
it possible that this could Imve been the case, had they 
been taught that there was a person in the Godhead 
called the Holy Ghost, equal with the Father, and equally 
with him an object of worship, of praise and thanks^' 
^vingP John told his disciples, when he baptized them, 
that he baptized them in water ^ but that he that should 
cotne after him, woald bapti^re them m Uie Holy Qhoslc 
]Vlat. iii. 2. That this did not imply a person^ called 
the Holy Ghost, is manifest from the case of these 
twelve. Further, what Jfew would have been baptized 
into the belief of a triune God? Such, they had net 
been tausht to> be the God of their Fathers* 

• That tnis doctrine was not taught by the apostles, 
is further evident from th^ declaration of Paul before 
Felix. HAfter. the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers," Acts xxiv. 14. 
And , from the charge of the Jews against him before 
Gallio, that he persuaded men to ** worship God, 
contrary to the law." Acts, xviii. IS.. Not that he 
worshipped any but him whom they considered the 
true God. No- where is he, or the otbeF apostles, 
or Christ, or the . disciples; charged with worsnipping 
the Holy Ghost, or any other than him whom the hw6 
believed to be the true God. But when have tbe Jews 
acknowledged a iviune God, or a dual God, or a person, 
or subsistence, or being, called the Holy Ghost, or an 
object of worship, or praise?* 

On the whole, it is to me most evident, that all praises 
offered to God, as a trinity of persons, is not only dot 
warranted by scripture, but is a direct violatioh of po- 
sitive precept» and what no Jew WQuld have submitted 
to, and what neither Christ nor the apostles could willi 
safety to themselves, have either taught or practised. • 
Let it not be inferred that this is a denial of spintual 
gifts or influences, iiod is & Spirit. He is omn^teiit. 
He is every where; and can operate on his creatures, 
and effect his purposes, without the intervention of 4 
supposed third person, or of any agents whatever. 
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t will now, iii as hw wmnls ag pogsil>Ie, fttate the 
f^roHnds of mj belief that there is but o,ne only, gelf^ 
.•xi9t^t»:aiid true God/.and that Jesus Christ is not that 
beieg. <Oii thia sobiect, i know oot better to whom to 
reioi^ for ioformatioai than to him who was co{nioi»- 
•toned of tbe .Falher to bear witness to the truth, and 
was of hin> taught what he .should say, and what he 
•hottlid speak* ^ 

Id ao^iressing his Father in prayer, Christ sajs, 
''This is life eternal* that thej might know thet, the 
md^irm Qod^WPA ileaqs Christ whom thou hast sent/' 
JoliD^vii. 3* Trinitarians assert, that tLe Godhead con- 
sists of three persons, the Father, Son» and .Holy Ghost. 
Sut Chijst here asserts, in language as plain and une- 
<|uivoca^ as can be devised* that the Father rs th^ or^ 
true God, saying nothing of the Hoiy Ghost, and ex- 
pi^l^ly distineuishiog the Father front himself. 1 know 
not how words can be mpre ^xplicit. This Father, he 
declares toiie the Lord, of Heaven and earth; to be ''his 
GiHl^' afid "his Father;'' and.addresises him as spch.— « 
Luke z« Sl.~S3Eiii. 46. John xx. 17. Mat. xxvii. 46. 
Mark xiv. S6; in his conyeraation with the scribe be 
asserts^ that "the Lord our God is oxie I^ird;"* Mark 
xii» S9/: and approves of the scribe's reply, who said, 
"There-is one God, and there is none other but He."-^ 
Mark xii. S^ No where can t learn that Christ ever 
made any .pretentions to be th^ seif-existent God, or to 
be possessed of underived power. On the contrary, he 
repeatedly asserts, t^at of himseir he could do nothingi 
John V. 19,30, and that the Fatiier which dwelt in him 
did the works. Once was he charged with miikin^ him.- 
self equal with God, and once with making himself 
Go(2,and in both instances he refuted the charge. The 
first time, because "he said that God was his Father*^ 
John V. 18^ 19» To this he immediately, replied, '*Tbe 
Son can do nothing of himself, byt what he seeth the 
Father do." And directly after, "I can of mine »wn 
se(^<lo nothing." John v.'^SO. If at this time he could, 
of his owa self,^ either as God or Man, have done any 

* Or according tb> the translation of Campbell and others, 5'The 
Lord is our Godt The Lord is o/ic." 
2« 
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thing, can he be acquitted of the charge of gnii^ The 
second time, for saying, *•! and my Father are mie;?* 
From which declaration the Jews drew the infereoce, 
that ^'he made himself 'God." He however shews th«f»» 
that by this declaration he only made himself the /SoR 
of 6od, and immediately proves to them that by eailing 
nimself the **8on of God,*^ he had assumed a itnver title 
than God himself had given to their rulers. For Mt 
had called them gocts. '*Jesu8 answered them, is it not 
written in your law, I said ye are gods;'' quoting the 
82d Psalm, in which God addresses the Jewish roteri^ 
''If he called them g«>ds, (con tinuesJesus} unto- whom 
•the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken, (or contradicted,) say ye of him whom the Fa- 
ther hath sanctified, and sent into the worhl, tlM>u Mas- 
giemest, because I sard i am (not God, but) the sod oi 
odi^ John x. SO — S6. How can words be more in- 
telligible than these? On another occasion* he shewa^ 
to use the language of the learned Doctor Campbell, 
''the infinite disparity** between himself and the great 
God. When charged with casting out devils by Beel- 
zebub, he says, •'Whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, tt shall not be forgiven 
hnn.** Mat. xii. 32. Where then is the supposed equa- 
lity between the Father and the Son? And wh^ for^ 
giveness in the one case, and not in the other, if the 
dignity of both be equal? 

in another instance, when addressed by the title 
"Good martcr," he immediately replies, "Why callesi 
thou me good? There is none gocnd but one, that is, 
God?** JWark x. 18. " Does he not here plainly clistiit* 
guish himself from the great fountain of original and 
underived goodness?* 

My rule in Ihe investigation of this subject has beeir, 
to construe passages of doubtful import, b^ those which 

• So in the Revelations, (xv. 3, 4J tliey who sing "the song of 
Moees, tlie ^errant of God, and the Song of the Lamb," a soog not 
ia honour of Moses or ihe LAmb, but of uie Lord God Almighty, are 
iTprc'senteil, "saying, gi-eat and marvellous ai-e thy works, Loi-d Go«l 
Almighty; just and tme are lh> wajs, thou King of Saints. Who 
shall not fear i/ieCj U Ixrd, and glorify thy name, for thou wfy art 
holy: Toi- all nations shall come and >vorship before thee.^^ 
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are pUin and unequirocal, and to consider Christ's de^ 
ctarations of himself, to be of primary regard. I knoW« 
that to the repeated decFarations of Christ, of his limit- 
ed power and knowledj;^, and of his dependence on the 
Father Tor aid, it is answered, thatJie had two natures, 
and that in these cases he spake of himHelf in the hu- 
man nature. But, as neither Christ nor the apostles 
have given us any such intimations, and as it is, in mj 
opinion,^ ttttertj impossible to reconcile such a supposi- 
tion with the character of uprightness, and freedom 
fppro guile, unHorm}y attributed to Christ, 1 am bound 
to reject auch supposition. 

1 will now attend to the words of the apostles.-—' 
Paul sajs to the Corinthians, that "there is none other 
God but one,*' "though there be that are eaUed gods.**— 
''But to ust there is but one God« the Father; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ.'' 1 Cor. xiii. 4—6. He says also 
to the Ephesians, that there is Vone liord," ahd "one 
Ood and Father of all," and that the latter "is above 
all, and through all, and in ail." Eph. iv. 5, 6. He 
says also, that the Father is **the GotI of Christ," Eph. 
i. iz.—that He is "the head of Christ." 1 Cor, xi. 3.— - 
That "Christ is God's." 1 Cor. iii. 23. That Christ, 
since the ascension, "tiveth unto God," Rom. yi. 10; and 
that he also "liveth by the power of God," 2 Cor. xiii. 4; 
Y^hich Christ also says ot himself. John vi. 57* He 
says also, that at the resurrection. Christ shaH deliver 
up his kingdom to the Father, and that "the 0on al«o 
himself shall be subject unto Him (the Father) that put 
all things under him, that God may be all in all."--^ 
1 Cor. XV. 28. He says also of God, in distinction from 
the «'Lord Jesus Christ," that He is the "onl^ Poten- 
tate," ami that He "only hath immortality." 1 Tim. vL 
15, 16. Jode also plainly distinguishes between ^the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ."* Jude 4. 

* Pftal M^s also to the Romans, (i. 19, 20.) that "thai whiohnaj 
i>e krunon ot God," <*even his eternal power and Godhead," are ma- 
nifest from the works of ci'eatioa. But who will pretend to say 
that these works shew the existence of God in three persons? ^ And 
if they do not, he either does not so exist, or the declaration of th^ 
apostle cttnnot be tniei 
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These pmHiges.,»re pM plaiii^ ii^teUigiihle tatk^ imiMr 
est capacity, and about wnich there can be up dilute. 
But it is said* that, notwithstanding all this, Paiii hais 
asserted thiit ,Christ is Qod» and equal with God tbe 
Fiither. Is it CFediUe» thata mf^n pf inteJUg;ei|ce» ii|- 
apiration.o^t of the. question, will a]ssert things i^ntr%- 
dictory to each other? And if PaMi has^as^er^d Christ 
to be Uod equal with the Father, has he not qootradictr 
ed himself? And has he not, by necessary imf^licatioi^ 
asserted that there are two Guds? Does not such equar 
lity necessarily imply plurality?. But he has made ii^ 
such assertions. I'he passages referred to are, Rom* \t^ 
5* Phil. ii. 6. Heb. i. 8, 9. About the meaning of which, 
trinitarians have differed among themselves, as well as 
jvith others, and for po other reason but because the 
passages admit of different interpretations^ And it 
ought not to be. forgotten, that our translation was inade 
by trinitarians. As to the passage in Romans^ it is 
maintained that the words admit of this translation as 
well as that in our Bibles, "God, who is overall, be 
blessed foreyer.** As to the other two, ar^d those in 
Gplossians and Ephesians, which speak of (Christ's cre- 
ating all things, the context, in each passage, pVainly 
shews inferiority, and derived power. That the crea- 
tion there spoken qf cannot be the material world and 
heavens, is jevident, because it is again atid again assert- 
ed, tb^t of these the Father was the Creator. Acts iv« 
£5. i^vit. 24. Mark xiii. 19. Isa. xliv. $4. Isa* xlv. 1S« 
And the Father and the Son could not, each, have been 
the Creator of the same things. The creation there- 
fore spoken of in these passages, must be other than the 
nuiterial world, unless it be understood tliat it w^s the 
Patb^r;who was in tl>e Son, who created all things; and 
to this interpretation I have no objections, it should 
lilso be remembered,, that although Christ be called God^ 
yet the Father is still called his God. But who is the 
Uod of the Father? No where is it said that the Fa- 
ther has a God. 

It is said also of John, that notwithstanding he re- 
corded the words of Christ, that the Father is the onljf 
true God, he has yet asserted that the San is the tru$ 
Go<L Can both propositions be true? Can the Faiher 



be the only true Ood, a>id the Son fhetrvte Ood? Can 
anj two propositions be more contradictory? But the 
apostle has made no such contradiction. The latter 
passage is a beaotiful illustration and confirmation of 
the first, John asserts that they knew that the Son of 
God had come; that he bad given them an understand' 
ing^ that they miffht know the true Ood; (the very thing 
which Christ said was necessary to etetnal life;') that 
they were ander the true God, by being under his Son 
Jfsus Christ; and that this was the true God, and the 
eternal life, 1 John, y» 20, which God had promised to 
them who knew him, evidently alluding to tne words of 
Christ.^ 

The passages which speak of Christ as being the first 
begotten, Heb. i. 6; the first horn, the only begotten, 
John i, 18; the Son of God, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God, the ima^e of God, Col. i. 15; the ^ft of 
God, John iv. 10; made Lord and Christy Acts ii. 36; 
made like unto his brethren, exalted to be a prince and 
saviour, Acts v. 31; given to be he^djover aii things to 
the church, possessing all fulness at the pleasure of the 
Fiither,>CoL i. 19; appointed heir of all things, Heb. i. % 
ordained i^e J udse of the world. Acts xvii. 31; made 
for a little while less than' the angels, Heb. ii. 9; made 
better than the angels, Heb. i. 4; given a name which Is 
above every name. Phi. it. 9; and even the name Christ, 
all shew derived existence and power; not less than 
tliose which speak of God, plainly distinguished from 
Christ, as the only Lord Goa, Jude 4; the only Poten- 
tate, I Tim. vi. 15; and who alone hath immortality. 
1 Tim. vi. 16. 

h is said by John, that ''he is anti-christ that denieth 
the Father and the Son, and that whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father.*" 1 John ii 22, 
SS. How it can be- said that the Son is equal with th'e 
Father; that he is eo-eternal with the- Patner, and self* 
existent, without denying both Father and Son, 1 caib* 
not conceive. Nor can I conceive wherein the relar 
tiotwhip of JPa^Aer arid Son, in any sense, can exist, or 
bil supposed to exist, consistent with this hypothesis**^ 

« SeoMwknli^^ . , 



F«r mr part, I -dare not de9y« that Jmn% ChHst i« Ike 
8on of (xodf nor maintaia any proposition iacoosiialent 
wtth that truth. 

Aj^iD, it 18 aiaid that Christ is the Chd^mau' media- 
tor, between Ood and men. But whj mediate for that 
which himself can bestow? Lf he be omnif^ent, capa- 
ble of bestowing aU blessings^ and for|i¥%Qg «£^ siits, 
why mediate or intercede £6r the same toii[|iveness and 
the same blessines^ Why direct us to pray lo^he Ft^ 
therj in his naniey \nd if hp, be eery Oorf, jivtlk whAu 
is he mediating but himself? And ^at» 'Qod mediate 
with himself P Is not equality of the S^>n wii^h 4he Fa^ 
ther, each being very Qod^ incompatible with the office 
•of mediator? And does not such s^jppo^tioB involre a 
gross absurdity? To me, most certainly Neither are 
we warrao^ted' by the scriptures in believing that our 
mediator is of this character; Oa the contrary, we are 
expressly assured, in so many W4>rds,- thajb the one me> 
diator, betweea O^ and nwih is the maa Chmt Jesna. 
1 IjOi. ii. 5. 

.Once more. It ie said by trinUariaaSi that the S&Ht 
the word of the father, teoK man's aalaiv in the womb 
of the virgin, and that two wh(ds and mrfeet natorea* 
the Chdhead%nA manhood^ were joined m oae perwfh 
never to he divided, whereof is one Christy very jKod 
and very man» and that this is the Christ 'Who was oni- 
cilied for us. Yet we are expressly tdld^y theacrip- 
iures, that Christ performed his miracles by kh^help of 
God; that the grac« of God was with htm. Luke it* 4a 
He himself says that he cast oat devils by the spirU of 
God, Math. xii. 28; by the finger of God, Luke xi. ^0; 
that the FiUher that dwelt in him did the works. John 
21 V. 10.. To him he prayed* again and again, for aid, 
and to none but him. I have yet heard no reason aa- 

aned why he should pray, Luke v. 16. if he wave him* 
f very God$ nor vHiy he needed the jgraee of Godt 
liuke ii. 40; nor why the ^rit of God shoeld he given 
Jto him. ^Qg havei heaDd any reason Asa^ed why 
he id ways prayed to the Father ^ and directed hia die- 
.ciples ao to pray^ Mat vi* $> 9. John xvi. 93. iv. ^ M, 
if there was a versou in the Godhead equal with the 
Father, cailed tne halj ^arit; nor do I expect to hear 
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any reason given^ nor do I believe that anj reason can 
be eiven. 

These are a summary of the reasons which have in- 
duced me to reject) which 1 do with strong conviction 
of its falsity, uie received doctrine of the trinity* and 
to hold the Father to be the only true (vod. But while 
I do this, I by no means reject Christ, the Son of God. 
That he spake as no other man spake; that he was, j9e- 
culiarly^ tne Son of God; that God was in him, recon- 
ciling the world to himself; that he is a Prince and a 
Saviour; that he is head over all things to the church; 
that all judgment is committed into his hands; and 
that he is ordained of God the judge of quick and dead, 
and will finally judge the world, I fully believe. That 
the same mind may be in you and me that was in him; 
that we may be guided by the same spirit of chanty and 
forbearance that was manifested in him; and that all 
our measures and motives may be such as to meet with 
his approbation, is my sincere prayer. 

SAMUEL £DDY. 



' 



^os^aiPiiiRaiiyi saasciaiLik^- 'J 



i 



